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IT WAS HERE THAT LORD TRANCLS DOUGLASS
1OST HIS LIFE FORTY YEARS AGO
Alpine Climbers Expect the Zmutt Glacier
to Yield This Year the Body of Its
Most Famous Victim, Lord
Francis Douglas.
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GLACIER DES BOSSONS

It’s Just Forty Years Since He Perished on
the Matterhorn---the Period Re-
quired for This Glacier to
Reach the Valley.

may appear trivial in themseives, and
they are, but the observation of the in-
finitosimal has been the foundation of
much secientific truth. Saussure ascend-

ed Mont Blene in 1788, and at the foot
of the Aiguille Noire he left a ladder. In
1532 the ladder was found in the glacier
at a distance of 14271 feet,
had,

The ladder
therefore, descended at a rate of
321 feet a year, or nearly eleven
a day. A kunapsack fell into the
e of the glacier of Talefre in 1836,
and was found to have traveled even
faster, having attzuned an average an-
nual movement of 420 feet, or nearly
fourteen inches in the twenty-four
L

o
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First Man to Reach Summit,

Calculations from observations such
15 these at least prove movement, and
permit the assmuption of a yearly aver-
age of journeyirg, although they show
that each glacier has its ‘characteristic

P

sible, achieved forty years ago by Ed-
ward Whymper and his pariy, who wers
the first to reach the summit of the
Matterhorn. The terrible accident in
which young Lord Francis Douglas and
three others lost their lives occurred
during the descent. Alpine victims be-
come yearly more numercus, but forty
years ago the accident shocked all Eu-
rcpe, for the “death toil of the Alps™
was more infrequently collected tnen
than now.

After the terrible fail of Lord Francis
and his companions the survivors mads
iheir way as best they could to the foot
of the mountain. The guide, old Peter
Taugwalder and his son, who, with Mr.
Whymper, had escaped, became almest
paralyzed with fear, and had it not
been for the strong will of Whymper,
he and the others might have shared the
fate of those who fell to death.

The cld guide, Taugwalder, was, ever
after the accident, under suspiecion.
Whymper, who had cut off the end of
the parted rope, was able to testify
that old Peter had not cut it before the
accident. However, resting under the
terrible suspicion of his neighbors, who
khad the greatast admiration for the skiil
of Michasl Croz, the guide who was
lcst with the others, the old man be-
came practically demented. There was
an ofticial inquiry, but what it showzd
has never been given to the world.
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Believed Unassailable.

For years the most majestic peak of
the Alps had b=en believed unassailable
by man, rising as it does 4,000 feet
above the crest of the mountain and
14,800 feet above sea level. The peak
en one side is a sheer wall of rock,
rising about three-gquarters of a mils
above the surrounding mountains, Va-
ricus had been the atiempts to reach
its summit, among them at attempt by
Tyndall. Whymper had made seven
previous trials before his great achieve-
ment. What would have been an oe-
casion of great rejoicing was turned
intc one of sadness by the eruel aeei-
dent during the descent. All in the
party excepting Mr. Hadow, who was
mountaineering for the first time, had
had experience, even Lord Francis
Douglas, who was only about nineteen
vears old, had spent several seasons in
the great mountains, and was accredit-
ed an expert in mountain climbing.

TOO SUDDEN,

“Will Jenkins has proposed-—*

“What. that duffer?”

“Why, 1 er thought
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**I.ast night, I suppose. He's certainly
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marry me7?’
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of course, I will!”
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